
Girton'sWar. TheVillage, 1939–45

Six decadesagoevery communityin Britain wascaught
up in themomentouseventsof globalwar. In everyparish
preparationsweremadefor anticipatedenemyinvasion,
while from every parish young men and women went
away to serve their country. The village of Girton in
Cambridgeshirewasno exception. The ParishCouncil,
Home Guard,ARP Wardens,Fire Serviceand Invasion
Committee,togetherwith otherbodiesandabove all the
parishionersthemselves,playeda vital part in responding
to the challenge. They tackled incendiarybomb �res,
drew up evacuationplans,producedextra food, received
evacuees,knitted,helpedwith salvage,raisedfunds,and
showedanindomitableunity of spirit. Their story is told
herein their own words.

The Girton History Groupsolicitedsubmissions,written
or through interviews, from a wide range of people
connectedwith the Village during the war years. While
editing these into a coherent story, the Editor has
attemptedto preserve asfar aspossiblethe wordsof the
contributors themselves. Other rich sourcesof material
include the formal Minutes of the Parish Council and
the InvasionCommittee. Girton also possessesanother
remarkablearchive: a collection of monthly circulars
which weresentby Mr FC Barrett to servicepersonnel
from the Village, togetherwith replieshe received from
servingmenandwomenall over the globe. The Girton
History Group published Barrett's letters in 2001

underthetitle Keepingin Touch. Many excerptsfrom the
replieshavebeenincorporatedinto thecurrentbook.

A major section presentsa month-by-monthreport of
life in the Village, culled from many sourcesincluding
ParishCouncilMinutes,personaldiariesandletters,and
Pressclippings.Oneof thediariescontainsdaily weather
records. Other sectionsfocus on a variety of aspects
of Village life. For the �rst time the Minutes of a
ParishInvasionCommittee,andits detailedreporton the
community, arepublishedin full. Thereareanevacuation
Billeting Of�cer' s memoirandan essayon the activities
of the local Women's Institute,aswell asexcerptsfrom
the personalrecollectionsand lettersalreadymentioned
above.

The Village is hometo Girton College, now an integral
part of the University of Cambridgebut at the time in a
somewhatuneasyalliancewith it. Severalformerstudents
havecontributedrecollectionsandphotographsfrom their
studentdays.Thesetogetherwith Collegematerialsgive
an insight into the stateof women's education,at a time
when the College was celebratingits 75th anniversary
amidst the austeritiesof war and its own battles for
equality.

As well as their memoirsmany Villagershave provided
photographs,including one soldier's shots of German
surrender at Schleswig. The volume is therefore
richly illustratedwith some90contemporaryphotographs
servingto enhancetheimmediacy of thisuniquerecord.
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Girton's War will beavailablefrom David's andHeffer's
Bookshopsin Cambridgeor otherquality booksellers,or
directly from theGroup,from mid-November2003.

Further information, may be requestedby email to the
Editor (del2@cam.ac.uk) or by phoningtheSecretary, M
Parnwell, on 01223-277109.We welcomerequestsfor
review copiesfrom relevantjournals.

Girton's War and Keepingin Touch may be orderedby
post. For UK orderspleasesendyour nameandaddress
togetherwith a chequedrawn on a British bank to the
addressbelow. Purchasersfrom abroadshouldcontactthe
Editor for shippingchargesandpaymentmethods.
Girton'sWar: £6.00+ £3.50carriage
Keepingin Touch: £4.00+ £1.50carriage
Bothvolumes:£10.00+ £5.00carriage
Free delivery to addressesin Girton Village and to
Collegesof theUniversityof Cambridge

Girton History Group,
9 WoodlandsPark,
Girton,
Cambridge CB3 0QB.
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